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TTWWOO KKIINNDDSS OOFF RRAAIINN
BIBLE TEXT  : Joel 1:1-20;  2:1-32;  

LESSON 322 Junior Course
MMEEMMOORRYY VVEERRSSEE:: “Fear not, O land; be glad and rejoice:  for the LORD will do great things” (Joel 
2:21). 
BIBLE TEXT  in King James Version BIBLE REFERENCES:
Joel 1:1-20
1 The word of the LORD that came to Joel the 
son of Pethuel. 
2 Hear this, ye old men, and give ear, all ye 
inhabitants of the land. Hath this been in your 
days, or even in the days of your fathers? 
3 Tell ye your children of it, and let your children 
tell their children, and their children another 
generation. 
4 That which the palmerworm hath left hath the 
locust eaten; and that which the locust hath left 
hath the cankerworm eaten; and that which the 
cankerworm hath left hath the caterpiller eaten. 
5 Awake, ye drunkards, and weep; and howl, all 
ye drinkers of wine, because of the new wine; 
for it is cut off from your mouth. 
6 For a nation is come up upon my land, strong, 
and without number, whose teeth are the teeth 
of a lion, and he hath the cheek teeth of a great 
lion. 
7 He hath laid my vine waste, and barked my fig 
tree: he hath made it clean bare, and cast it
away; the branches thereof are made white. 
8 Lament like a virgin girded with sackcloth for 
the husband of her youth. 
9 The meat offering and the drink offering is cut 
off from the house of the LORD; the priests, the 
LORD'S ministers, mourn. 
10 The field is wasted, the land mourneth; for 
the corn is wasted: the new wine is dried up, 
the oil languisheth. 
11 Be ye ashamed, O ye husbandmen; howl, O 
ye vinedressers, for the wheat and for the 
barley; because the harvest of the field is 
perished. 
12 The vine is dried up, and the fig tree 
languisheth; the pomegranate tree, the palm 
tree also, and the apple tree, even all the trees 
of the field, are withered: because joy is 
withered away from the sons of men. 
13 Gird yourselves, and lament, ye priests: howl, 
ye ministers of the altar: come, lie all night in 
sackcloth, ye ministers of my God: for the meat 
offering and the drink offering is withholden 
from the house of your God. 
14 Sanctify ye a fast, call a solemn assembly, 
gather the elders and all the inhabitants of the 
land into the house of the LORD your God, and 
cry unto the LORD, 
15 Alas for the day! for the day of the LORD is at 
hand, and as a destruction from the Almighty 
shall it come. 
16 Is not the meat cut off before our eyes, yea, 
joy and gladness from the house of our God? 
17 The seed is rotten under their clods, the 

NOTES:
WWoorrddss ooff CCoommffoorrtt

““FFeeaarr nnoott,, OO LLaanndd;; bbee ggllaadd aanndd rreejjooiiccee:: ffoorr tthhee LLOORRDD wwiillll ddoo
ggrreeaatt tthhiinnggss”” ((JJooeell 22::2211)).. WWhhaatt wwoorrddss ooff ccoommffoorrtt ttoo
ddiisshheeaarrtteenneedd IIssrraaeell!! TThhiinnkk hhooww mmuucchh iitt mmuusstt hhaavvee mmeeaanntt ttoo aa
ccaappttiivvee ppeeooppllee wwhhoo wweerree ssuuffffeerriinngg ffoorr tthheeiirr ssiinnss.. TThheeyy hhaadd jjuusstt
hheeaarrdd JJooeell’’ss pprroopphheeccyy ooff tthhee jjuuddggmmeennttss tthhaatt wweerree ttoo ccoommee uuppoonn
tthheemm --–– wwoorrddss tthhaatt ffiilllleedd tthheemm wwiitthh bbllaacckk ddeessppaaiirr.. NNooww,, tthhrroouugghh
tthhee ddaarrkknneessss,, ccaammee tthhiiss gglleeaamm ooff lliigghhtt:: ““FFeeaarr nnoott,, OO llaanndd;; bbee
ggllaadd aanndd rreejjooiiccee..””

TThhee jjuuddggmmeenntt ooff wwhhiicchh JJooeell ssppookkee wweerree nnoott oonnllyy ffoorr IIssrraaeell..
HHee ssppookkee aallssoo ooff tthhee ““ddaayy ooff tthhee LLOORRDD,,”” wwhhiicchh wwiillll ttaakkee ppllaaccee
dduurriinngg tthhee GGrreeaatt TTrriibbuullaattiioonn.. IItt wwiillll bbee aa ““ddaayy ooff cclloouuddss aanndd ooff
tthhiicckk ddaarrkknneessss,, .. .. .. tthheerree hhaatthh nnoott bbeeeenn eevveerr tthhee lliikkee,, nneeiitthheerr
sshhaallll bbee aannyy mmoorree aafftteerr iitt,, eevveenn ttoo tthhee yyeeaarrss ooff mmaannyy
ggeenneerraattiioonnss..”” ““TThhee eeaarrtthh sshhaallll qquuaakkee bbeeffoorree tthheemm;; tthhee hheeaavveennss
sshhaallll ttrreemmbbllee;; tthhee ssuunn aanndd tthhee mmoooonn sshhaallll bbee ddaarrkk,, aanndd tthhee ssttaarrss
sshhaallll wwiitthhddrraaww tthheeiirr sshhiinniinngg;; aanndd tthhee LLOORRDD sshhaallll uutttteerr hhiiss vvooiiccee
bbeeffoorree hhiiss aarrmmyy:: ffoorr hhiiss ccaammpp iiss vveerryy ggrreeaatt:: ffoorr hhee iiss ssttrroonngg tthhaatt
eexxeeccuutteetthh hhiiss wwoorrddss:: ffoorr tthhee ddaayy ooff tthhee LLOORRDD iiss ggrreeaatt aanndd vveerryy
tteerrrriibbllee;; aanndd wwhhoo ccaann aabbiiddee iitt??”” ((JJooeell 22::1100,, 1111))..

IIff tthhaatt wweerree aallll tthhee ffuuttuurree oonnee hhaadd ttoo llooookk ffoorrwwaarrdd ttoo,, wwoouulldd iitt
nnoott bbee ffrriigghhtteenniinngg?? GGoodd ttoolldd JJooeell ttoo wwrriittee tthhoossee wwoorrddss ssoo tthhaatt
tthhee IIssrraaeelliitteess wwoouulldd rreeaalliissee tthhaatt tthheeyy wweerree ssiinnnneerrss,, aanndd wwhhaatt
tthheeiirr ppuunniisshhmmeenntt wwoouulldd bbee iiff tthheeyy ddiidd nnoott rreeppeenntt aanndd ttuurrnn ttoo
GGoodd..

HHooppee
NNeevveerr hhaass GGoodd lleefftt mmaann wwiitthhoouutt aa hhooppee.. HHee ttoolldd tthhee IIssrraaeelliitteess

hhooww ttoo eessccaappee tthhoossee jjuuddggmmeennttss:: ““TTuurrnn yyee eevveenn ttoo mmee wwiitthh aallll
yyoouurr hheeaarrtt,, aanndd wwiitthh ffaassttiinngg,, aanndd wwiitthh wweeeeppiinngg,, aanndd wwiitthh
mmoouurrnniinngg:: aanndd rreenndd yyoouurr hheeaarrtt,, aanndd nnoott yyoouurr ggaarrmmeennttss,, aanndd ttuurrnn
uunnttoo tthhee LLOORRDD yyoouurr GGoodd:: ffoorr hhee iiss ggrraacciioouuss aanndd mmeerrcciiffuull,, ssllooww ttoo
aannggeerr,, aanndd ooff ggrreeaatt kkiinnddnneessss,, aanndd rreeppeenntteetthh hhiimm ooff tthhee eevviill”” ((JJooeell
22::1122,, 1133)).. IInn tthhoossee wwoorrddss hhee wwaass tteeaacchhiinngg ppeeooppllee ooff aallll ttiimmee
tthhaatt tthheeyy wwoouulldd hhaavvee ttoo rreeppeenntt aanndd bbee ssoorrrryy ffoorr tthheeiirr ssiinnss iinn
oorrddeerr ttoo bbee ssaavveedd..

GGoodd ssaaiidd,, ttoooo:: ““CCoommee nnooww,, aanndd lleett uuss rreeaassoonn ttooggeetthheerr,, ssaaiitthh
tthhee LLOORRDD:: tthhoouugghh yyoouurr ssiinnss bbee aass ssccaarrlleett,, tthheeyy sshhaallll bbee aass wwhhiittee
aass ssnnooww;; tthhoouugghh tthheeyy bbee rreedd lliikkee ccrriimmssoonn,, tthheeyy sshhaallll bbee aass wwooooll””
((IIssaaiiaahh 11::1188)).. SSoo nnoo oonnee nneeeeddss ttoo ssuuffffeerr tthhee jjuuddggmmeennttss ooff tthhee
ttrriibbuullaattiioonn.. WWee ccaann aallll bbee ssaavveedd iiff wwee rreeppeenntt aanndd ttuurrnn ffrroomm oouurr
ssiinnss aanndd lleett JJeessuuss bbee oouurr SSaavviioouurr..

JJuussttiiffiiccaattiioonn iiss oonnllyy tthhee bbeeggiinnnniinngg ooff tthhee bblleessssiinnggss wwee eennjjooyy
wwhheenn wwee ffoollllooww tthhee LLoorrdd.. OOuurr nneexxtt sstteepp iiss ssaannccttiiffiiccaattiioonn,, iinn
wwhhiicchh tthhee rroooott ooff ssiinn iiss rreemmoovveedd.. WWee rreecceeiivvee tthhaatt eexxppeerriieennccee bbyy
pprraayyiinngg aanndd ccoonnsseeccrraattiinngg oouurr lliivveess ddeeeeppeerr ttoo tthhee LLoorrdd..

TThhee tthhiirrdd sstteepp iiss tthhee bbaappttiissmm ooff tthhee HHoollyy GGhhoosstt.. TThhiiss iiss wwhhaatt
tthhee PPrroopphheett JJooeell wwaass ttaallkkiinngg aabboouutt wwhheenn hhee ssaaiidd:: ““BBee ggllaadd tthheenn,,
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garners are laid desolate, the barns are broken 
down; for the corn is withered. 
18 How do the beasts groan! the herds of cattle 
are perplexed, because they have no pasture; 
yea, the flocks of sheep are made desolate. 
19 O LORD, to thee will I cry: for the fire hath 
devoured the pastures of the wilderness, and 
the flame hath burned all the trees of the field. 
20 The beasts of the field cry also unto thee: for 
the rivers of waters are dried up, and the fire 
hath devoured the pastures of the wilderness. 
Joel 2:1-32 
1 Blow ye the trumpet in Zion, and sound an 
alarm in my holy mountain: let all the 
inhabitants of the land tremble: for the day of 
the LORD cometh, for it is nigh at hand; 
2 A day of darkness and of gloominess, a day of 
clouds and of thick darkness, as the morning 
spread upon the mountains: a great people and 
a strong; there hath not been ever the like, 
neither shall be any more after it, even to the 
years of many generations. 
3 A fire devoureth before them; and behind 
them a flame burneth: the land is as the garden 
of Eden before them, and behind them a 
desolate wilderness; yea, and nothing shall 
escape them. 
4 The appearance of them is as the appearance 
of horses; and as horsemen, so shall they run. 
5 Like the noise of chariots on the tops of 
mountains shall they leap, like the noise of a 
flame of fire that devoureth the stubble, as a 
strong people set in battle array. 
6 Before their face the people shall be much 
pained: all faces shall gather blackness. 
7 They shall run like mighty men; they shall 
climb the wall like men of war; and they shall 
march every one on his ways, and they shall 
not break their ranks: 
8 Neither shall one thrust another; they shall 
walk every one in his path: and when they fall 
upon the sword, they shall not be wounded. 
9 They shall run to and fro in the city; they shall 
run upon the wall, they shall climb up upon the 
houses; they shall enter in at the windows like a 
thief. 
10 The earth shall quake before them; the 
heavens shall tremble: the sun and the moon 
shall be dark, and the stars shall withdraw their 
shining: 
11 And the LORD shall utter his voice before his 
army: for his camp is very great: for he is
strong that executeth his word: for the day of 
the LORD is great and very terrible; and who 
can abide it? 
12 Therefore also now, saith the LORD, turn ye 
even to me with all your heart, and with fasting, 
and with weeping, and with mourning: 
13 And rend your heart, and not your garments, 
and turn unto the LORD your God: for he is
gracious and merciful, slow to anger, and of 
great kindness, and repenteth him of the evil. 
14 Who knoweth if he will return and repent, and 
leave a blessing behind him; even a meat 
offering and a drink offering unto the LORD
your God? 

yyee cchhiillddrreenn ooff ZZiioonn,, aanndd rreejjooiiccee iinn tthhee LLOORRDD yyoouurr GGoodd:: ffoorr hhee
hhaatthh ggiivveenn yyoouu tthhee ffoorrmmeerr rraaiinn mmooddeerraatteellyy,, aanndd hhee wwiillll ccaauussee ttoo
ccoommee ddoowwnn ffoorr yyoouu tthhee rraaiinn,, tthhee ffoorrmmeerr rraaiinn,, aanndd tthhee llaatttteerr rraaiinn
iinn tthhee ffiirrsstt mmoonntthh”” ((JJooeell 22::2233))..

TThhee DDiissppeennssaattiioonn ooff tthhee HHoollyy GGhhoosstt
All this was prophecy, pointing to the dispensation of the 

Holy Ghost, the time when the Holy Ghost would be calling and 
preparing the Bride of Christ for the coming of Jesus.  The 
Apostle Peter said that the prophets had foretold this glorious 
time of the outpouring of the Holy Ghost, and even the angels 
had been interested in it and had desired to know about it (1 
Peter 1:10-12 10 Of which salvation the prophets have enquired 
and searched diligently, who prophesied of the grace that should 
come unto you: 11 Searching what, or what manner of time the 
Spirit of Christ which was in them did signify, when it testified 
beforehand the sufferings of Christ, and the glory that should 
follow. 12 Unto whom it was revealed, that not unto themselves, 
but unto us they did minister the things, which are now reported 
unto you by them that have preached the gospel unto you with 
the Holy Ghost sent down from heaven; which things the angels 
desire to look into).

TThhee ffiirrsstt ppeerriioodd iinn BBiibblliiccaall hhiissttoorryy wwaass kknnoowwnn aass
““aanntteeddiilluuvviiaann,,”” tthhee ttiimmee bbeeffoorree tthhee fflloooodd.. TThhee ppaattrriiaarrcchhaall ppeerriioodd
ccoonnttiinnuueedd ffrroomm NNooaahh ttoo tthhee sseettttlliinngg ooff CCaannaaaann bbyy tthhee IIssrraaeelliitteess..
TThheenn ccaammee tthhee ppeerriioodd ooff tthhee jjuuddggeess,, aanndd llaatteerr tthhee pprroopphheettss..
TThheenn ccaammee tthhee ppeerriioodd ttoo wwhhiicchh JJooeell rreeffeerrrreedd aass tthhee ttiimmee ooff tthhee
““ffoorrmmeerr rraaiinn..”” TThhaatt bbeeggaann oonn tthhee DDaayy ooff PPeenntteeccoosstt wwhheenn tthhee
HHoollyy GGhhoosstt ddeesscceennddeedd aanndd bbaappttiisseedd tthhee 112200 iinn tthhee uuppppeerr rroooomm..

JJeessuuss hhaadd ssaaiidd:: ““YYee sshhaallll rreecceeiivvee ppoowweerr,, aafftteerr tthhaatt tthhee HHoollyy
GGhhoosstt iiss ccoommee uuppoonn yyoouu:: aanndd yyee sshhaallll bbee wwiittnneesssseess uunnttoo mmee .. .. ..
uunnttoo tthhee uutttteerrmmoosstt ppaarrtt ooff tthhee eeaarrtthh”” ((AAccttss 11::88)).. TThhaatt wwaass tthhee
rreeaassoonn ffoorr tthhee bbaappttiissmm ooff tthhee HHoollyy GGhhoosstt:: ttoo ggiivvee ppoowweerr ttoo tthhee
cchhiillddrreenn ooff GGoodd aanndd ttoo bbee wwiittnneesssseess ssoo tthhaatt mmaannyy ssoouullss wwoouulldd bbee
wwoonn ffoorr tthhee KKiinnggddoomm ooff GGoodd..

FFoorr ssoommee yyeeaarrss ffoolllloowwiinngg tthhee DDaayy ooff PPeenntteeccoosstt,, ppeeooppllee
rreecceeiivveedd tthhee bbaappttiissmm ooff tthhee HHoollyy GGhhoosstt.. HHoowweevveerr,, ggrreeaatt
ppeerrsseeccuuttiioonn aarroossee oovveerr tthhee pprreeaacchhiinngg ooff tthhee GGoossppeell,, aanndd ffiinnaallllyy
mmoosstt ooff tthhee ppeeooppllee wwhhoo wweerree pprrooccllaaiimmiinngg aanndd lliivviinngg tthhee GGoossppeell
hhaadd ttoo ggoo iinnttoo hhiiddiinngg.. TThhee CChhuurrcchh wwaass aallmmoosstt ssmmootthheerreedd..
JJeerruussaalleemm wwaass ddeessttrrooyyeedd bbyy tthhee RRoommaannss,, aanndd tthhee JJeewwss wweerree
ssccaatttteerreedd iinnttoo aallll tthhee wwoorrlldd.. TThhiiss wwaass ppaarrtt ooff tthhee jjuuddggmmeenntt tthhaatt
JJooeell hhaadd ffoorreettoolldd.. TThhee HHoollyy LLaanndd bbeeccaammee ddeessoollaattee;; nnoo rraaiinn ffeellll,,
aanndd tthhee ttrreeeess wweerree ccuutt ddoowwnn.. WWhhaatt hhaadd oonnccee bbeeeenn aa bbeeaauuttiiffuull
llaanndd ooff ggaarrddeennss bbeeccaammee aa ddeesseerrtt.. BBuutt tthhaatt wwaass nnoott tthhee eenndd ooff
IIssrraaeell’’ss hhiissttoorryy..

TThhee LLaatteerr RRaaiinn
JJooeell hhaadd ssppookkeenn ooff aannootthheerr ttiimmee iinn tthhee ffuuttuurree,, kknnoowwnn aass tthhee

ttiimmee ooff tthhee ““llaatttteerr rraaiinn..”” ““HHee wwiillll ccaauussee ttoo ccoommee ddoowwnn ffoorr yyoouu
tthhee rraaiinn,, tthhee ffoorrmmeerr rraaiinn,, aanndd tthhee llaatteerr rraaiinn iinn tthhee ffiirrsstt mmoonntthh..””
TThhee ddiissppeennssaattiioonn ooff tthhee HHoollyy GGhhoosstt wwaass nnoott ffiinniisshheedd wwhheenn tthhee
eeaarrllyy ddiisscciipplleess aanndd AAppoossttlleess ddiieedd.. TThhee AAppoossttllee JJaammeess,, wwhhoo lliivveedd
iinn tthhee ttiimmee ooff tthhee EEaarrllyy RRaaiinn,, ssppookkee ooff aannootthheerr ttiimmee wwhheenn hhee
ssaaiidd:: ““BBeehhoolldd,, tthhee hhuussbbaannddmmaann wwaaiitteetthh ffoorr tthhee pprreecciioouuss ffrruuiitt ooff
tthhee eeaarrtthh,, aanndd hhaatthh lloonngg ppaattiieennccee ffoorr iitt,, uunnttiill hhee rreecceeiivvee tthhee eeaarrllyy
aanndd llaatttteerr rraaiinn”” ((JJaammeess 55::77))..

TThhee ffrruuiitt ooff tthhee eeaarrtthh ooff wwhhiicchh hhee ssppookkee iiss tthhee BBrriiddee ooff CChhrriisstt,,
wwhhoo iiss bbeeiinngg pprreeppaarreedd ffoorr tthhee ccoommiinngg ooff tthhee LLoorrdd.. TThhee CChhuurrcchh
hhaadd rreecceeiivveedd tthhee EEaarrllyy RRaaiinn,, bbeeggiinnnniinngg aatt PPeenntteeccoosstt;; bbuutt JJeessuuss
hhaadd nnoott yyeett ccoommee ttoo ccllaaiimm HHiiss BBrriiddee.. TThheerree wwaass aannootthheerr ttiimmee
ccoommiinngg wwhheenn tthhee bbaappttiissmm ooff tthhee HHoollyy GGhhoosstt wwoouulldd bbee ppoouurreedd oouutt
iinn ggrreeaatteerr aabbuunnddaannccee;; aanndd tthheenn,, wwhheenn tthhee BBrriiddee wwaass pprreeppaarreedd,,
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15 Blow the trumpet in Zion, sanctify a fast, call 
a solemn assembly: 
16 Gather the people, sanctify the congregation,
assemble the elders, gather the children, and 
those that suck the breasts: let the bridegroom 
go forth of his chamber, and the bride out of 
her closet. 
17 Let the priests, the ministers of the LORD, 
weep between the porch and the altar, and let 
them say, Spare thy people, O LORD, and give 
not thine heritage to reproach, that the heathen 
should rule over them: wherefore should they 
say among the people, Where is their God? 
18 Then will the LORD be jealous for his land, 
and pity his people. 
19 Yea, the LORD will answer and say unto his 
people, Behold, I will send you corn, and wine, 
and oil, and ye shall be satisfied therewith: and 
I will no more make you a reproach among the 
heathen: 
20 But I will remove far off from you the 
northern army, and will drive him into a land 
barren and desolate, with his face toward the 
east sea, and his hinder part toward the utmost 
sea, and his stink shall come up, and his ill 
savour shall come up, because he hath done 
great things. 
21 Fear not, O land; be glad and rejoice: for the 
LORD will do great things. 
22 Be not afraid, ye beasts of the field: for the 
pastures of the wilderness do spring, for the 
tree beareth her fruit, the fig tree and the vine 
do yield their strength. 
23 Be glad then, ye children of Zion, and rejoice 
in the LORD your God: for he hath given you 
the former rain moderately, and he will cause to 
come down for you the rain, the former rain, 
and the latter rain in the first month. 
24 And the floors shall be full of wheat, and the 
fats shall overflow with wine and oil. 
25 And I will restore to you the years that the 
locust hath eaten, the cankerworm, and the 
caterpiller, and the palmerworm, my great army 
which I sent among you. 
26 And ye shall eat in plenty, and be satisfied, 
and praise the name of the LORD your God, 
that hath dealt wondrously with you: and my 
people shall never be ashamed. 
27 And ye shall know that I am in the midst of 
Israel, and that I am the LORD your God, and 
none else: and my people shall never be 
ashamed. 
28 And it shall come to pass afterward, that I will 
pour out my spirit upon all flesh; and your sons 
and your daughters shall prophesy, your old 
men shall dream dreams, your young men shall 
see visions: 
29 And also upon the servants and upon the 
handmaids in those days will I pour out my 
spirit. 
30 And I will shew wonders in the heavens and 
in the earth, blood, and fire, and pillars of 
smoke. 
31 The sun shall be turned into darkness, and 
the moon into blood, before the great and the 
terrible day of the LORD come. 

JJeessuuss wwoouulldd ccoommee.. TThhaatt bbrriinnggss uuss rriigghhtt ttoo oouurr ddaayy..
HHooww ddoo wwee kknnooww tthhaatt JJooeell mmeeaanntt tthhee bbaappttiissmm ooff tthhee HHoollyy

GGhhoosstt wwhheenn hhee ssppookkee ooff tthhee eeaarrllyy aanndd llaatttteerr rraaiinn?? PPeetteerr
eexxppllaaiinneedd iitt oonn tthhee DDaayy ooff PPeenntteeccoosstt wwhheenn hhee ssaaiidd:: ““TThhiiss iiss tthhaatt
wwhhiicchh wwaass ssppookkeenn bbyy tthhee pprroopphheett JJooeell;; aanndd iitt sshhaallll ccoommee ttoo ppaassss
iinn tthhee llaasstt ddaayyss,, ssaaiitthh GGoodd,, II wwiillll ppoouurr oouutt ooff mmyy SSppiirriitt uuppoonn aallll
fflleesshh”” ((AAccttss 22::1166,, 1177)),, aanndd hhee wweenntt oonn ttoo tteellll aabboouutt tthhee wwoorrkk tthhaatt
tthhee CChhrriissttiiaannss wwhhoo hhaadd rreecceeiivveedd tthhaatt ppoowweerr wwoouulldd ddoo ffoorr tthhee
LLoorrdd..

RRaaiinn oonn PPaalleessttiinnee
AAfftteerr PPaalleessttiinnee hhaadd llaaiinn wwaassttee ffoorr mmaannyy cceennttuurriieess,, rraaiinn bbeeggaann

ttoo ffaallll aaggaaiinn,, aanndd tthhee ggrroouunndd bbeeggaann ttoo bbrriinngg ffoorrtthh ffrruuiitt.. IItt wwaass
aabboouutt tthhee bbeeggiinnnniinngg ooff tthhee 2200tthh cceennttuurryy wwhheenn tthhee ddeesseerrtt bbeeggaann
ttoo bblloossssoomm,, aanndd ggrraadduuaallllyy mmoorree aanndd mmoorree llaanndd hhaass bbeeeenn ppuutt iinnttoo
ccuullttiivvaattiioonn uunnttiill ttooddaayy ssoommee ooff tthhee bbeesstt ccrrooppss iinn tthhee wwoorrlldd aarree
ggrroowwnn iinn tthhee HHoollyy LLaanndd..

JJooeell hhaadd pprroommiisseedd:: ““TThhee fflloooorrss sshhaallll bbee ffuullll ooff wwhheeaatt,, aanndd tthhee
ffaattss sshhaallll oovveerrffllooww wwiitthh wwiinnee aanndd ooiill.. AAnndd II wwiillll rreessttoorree ttoo yyoouu
tthhee yyeeaarrss tthhaatt tthhee llooccuusstt hhaatthh eeaatteenn,, tthhee ccaannkkeerrwwoorrmm,, aanndd tthhee
ccaatteerrppiillllaarr,, aanndd tthhee ppaallmmeerrwwoorrmm,, mmyy ggrreeaatt aarrmmyy wwhhiicchh II sseenntt
aammoonngg yyoouu.. AAnndd yyee sshhaallll eeaatt iinn pplleennttyy,, aanndd bbee ssaattiissffiieedd,, aanndd
pprraaiissee tthhee nnaammee ooff tthhee LLOORRDD yyoouurr GGoodd,, tthhaatt hhaatthh ddeeaalltt
wwoonnddrroouussllyy wwiitthh yyoouu:: aanndd mmyy ppeeooppllee sshhaallll nneevveerr bbee aasshhaammeedd””
((JJooeell 22::2244--2266))..

FFoorr nniinneetteeeenn cceennttuurriieess tthhee JJeewwss hhaavvee ssuuffffeerreedd tthhrroouugghhoouutt tthhee
wwoorrlldd,, bbuutt tthheenn GGoodd hhaass sseenntt tthheemm bbaacckk ttoo tthheeiirr hhoommeellaanndd..
TThheeyy aarree rreettuurrnniinngg iinn uunnbbeelliieeff,, bbuutt tthhee ttiimmee wwiillll ccoommee wwhheenn tthheeyy
wwiillll rreecceeiivvee JJeessuuss aass tthheeiirr MMeessssiiaahh.. AAllll tthhee bblleessssiinnggss wwhhiicchh tthhee
pprroopphheettss ffoorreettoolldd ooff tthhee MMiilllleennnniiuumm wwiillll yyeett bbee sshhoowweerreedd uuppoonn
tthhoossee wwhhoo bbeelliieevvee aanndd rreecceeiivvee JJeessuuss..

TThhee GGrreeaatt OOuuttppoouurriinngg
SSoommeetthhiinngg eellssee,, ggrreeaatteerr tthhaann pphhyyssiiccaall bblleessssiinnggss,, hhaappppeenneedd

wwhheenn tthhee rraaiinn bbeeggaann ttoo ffaallll iinn PPaalleessttiinnee.. TThhee ggrreeaatt oouuttppoouurriinngg ooff
tthhee HHoollyy GGhhoosstt iinn tthhee ttiimmee ooff tthhee LLaatttteerr RRaaiinn,, ccaammee aabboouutt jjuusstt aass
GGoodd hhaadd ssaaiidd iitt wwoouulldd.. IItt eevveenn ccaammee iinn tthhee ffiirrsstt mmoonntthh ooff tthhee
JJeewwiisshh rreelliiggiioouuss ccaalleennddaarr,, aass wwaass wwrriitttteenn bbyy JJooeell.. AA ffeeww ppeeooppllee
tthhrroouugghh tthhee cceennttuurriieess hhaadd rreecceeiivveedd tthhee bbaappttiissmm ooff tthhee HHoollyy
GGhhoosstt,, bbuutt tthhee bbeeggiinnnniinngg ooff tthhee ggrreeaatt oouuttppoouurriinngg wwaass rreesseerrvveedd
ffoorr AApprriill,, 11990066..

AAtt tthhaatt ttiimmee tthheerree wwaass aa ggrreeaatt ssppiirriittuuaall hhuunnggeerr iinn tthhee
cchhuurrcchheess aanndd aammoonngg CChhrriissttiiaannss tthhrroouugghhoouutt tthhee wwoorrlldd.. TThheerree hhaadd
bbeeeenn ggrreeaatt rreevviivvaallss iinn LLuutthheerr’’ss ttiimmee,, iinn WWeesslleeyy’’ss ttiimmee,, aanndd uunnddeerr
tthhee pprreeaacchhiinngg ooff ssuucchh ggooddllyy mmeenn aass CChhaarrlleess FFiinnnneeyy,, CChhaarrlleess
SSppuurrggeeoonn,, JJoonnaatthhaann EEddwwaarrddss,, aanndd DD.. LL.. MMooooddyy.. TThheenn ccaammee tthhee
ggrreeaatt WWeellsshh RReevviivvaall iinn wwhhiicchh tthhee HHoollyy SSppiirriitt bbrroouugghhtt tthhoouussaannddss
iinnttoo tthhee KKiinnggddoomm ooff GGoodd..

IInn tthhee cciittyy ooff LLooss AAnnggeelleess,, CCaalliiffoorrnniiaa,, ppeeooppllee iinn mmaannyy
cchhuurrcchheess wweerree pprraayyiinngg ffoorr aa rreevviivvaall.. AA yyoouunngg bbuussiinneessssmmeenn’’ss cclluubb
wwoouulldd hhoolldd aallll--nniigghhtt pprraayyeerr mmeeeettiinnggss.. PPeeooppllee wwoouulldd ggaatthheerr ffoorr
ccoottttaaggee pprraayyeerr mmeeeettiinnggss.. AAllll wweerree lloonnggiinngg ffoorr aa ggrreeaatteerr
oouuttppoouurriinngg ooff tthhee SSppiirriitt ooff GGoodd tthhaann tthheeyy hhaadd kknnoowwnn.. TThhee
aaccccoouunntt ggiivveenn bbyy aa mmaann ffrroomm tthhee WWeellsshh RReevviivvaall ddeeeeppeenneedd tthhaatt
hhuunnggeerr..

AAmmoonngg tthhoossee wwhhoo wweerree hhuunnggeerriinngg ffoorr tthhee ppoowweerr ooff GGoodd uuppoonn
tthheeiirr lliivveess wwaass tthhee ffoouunnddeerr ooff tthhee AAppoossttoolliicc FFaaiitthh wwoorrkk ooff
PPoorrttllaanndd,, OOrreeggoonn,, MMrrss.. FFlloorreennccee LL.. CCrraawwffoorrdd.. SShhee hhaadd ggrroowwnn uupp
iinn aann iinnffiiddeell’’ss hhoommee;; bbuutt aabboouutt 1155 yyeeaarrss bbeeffoorree tthhee oouuttppoouurriinngg ooff
tthhee LLaatttteerr RRaaiinn,, sshhee hhaadd hheeaarrdd GGoodd ssppeeaakk ttoo hheerr iinn aa bbaallllrroooomm,,
aanndd ssaayy,, ““DDaauugghhtteerr,, ggiivvee mmee tthhiinnee hheeaarrtt..”” TThhrroouugghh aa nneeiigghhbboouurr
wwoommaann wwhhoomm sshhee hhaadd nnoottiicceedd ttoo bbee aa ddeevvoouutt CChhrriissttiiaann,, sshhee wwaass
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32 And it shall come to pass, that whosoever 
shall call on the name of the LORD shall be 
delivered: for in mount Zion and in Jerusalem 
shall be deliverance, as the LORD hath said, 
and in the remnant whom the LORD shall call. 

hheellppeedd ttoo pprraayy tthhrroouugghh aanndd kknnooww tthhaatt hheerr ssiinnss wweerree ffoorrggiivveenn..
TThhee rreessuulltt ffrroomm tthhee cchhaannggee iinn hheerr lliiffee wweerree ttoo bbee ffeelltt aarroouunndd

tthhee wwoorrlldd iinn ttiimmee ttoo ccoommee.. HHeerr aaccttiivviittiieess wweerree cchhaannggeedd ffrroomm
tthhoossee ooff sseeeekkiinngg wwoorrllddllyy pplleeaassuurree ttoo ggiivviinngg hheerrsseellff iinn sseerrvviiccee ttoo
ootthheerrss.. SShhee ttooookk ffoooodd aanndd ccllootthhiinngg ttoo tthhee ppoooorr.. SShhee wwoorrkkeedd
wwiitthh ootthheerrss ttoo bbuuiilldd hhoommeess ffoorr uunnffoorrttuunnaattee bbooyyss aanndd ggiirrllss.. HHeerr
wwoorrkk iinn tthhee pprriissoonnss,, ttrryyiinngg ttoo bbrriinngg hhooppee ttoo tthhee mmeenn bbeehhiinndd tthhee
bbaarrss,, wwaass aa llaabboouurr ooff lloovvee ffoorr ssoommee mmootthheerr’’ss bbooyy wwhhoo nneeeeddeedd
hheellpp..

SShhee hheeaarrdd aabboouutt ssaannccttiiffiiccaattiioonn,, bbuutt tthhoouugghh hheerr ssoouull hhuunnggeerreedd
ffoorr iitt,, sshhee ccoouulldd nneevveerr ffiinndd aannyyoonnee wwhhoo ccoouulldd tteellll hheerr hhooww sshhee
wwoouulldd kknnooww sshhee wwaass ssaannccttiiffiieedd.. OOnnee ddaayy aa ffrriieenndd ttoolldd hheerr ooff
ssoommee mmeeeettiinnggss tthhaatt wweerree bbeeiinngg hheelldd iinn aa ppaarrtt ooff ttoowwnn wwhheerree
tthheeyy ddiidd nnoott uussuuaallllyy ggoo.. SShhee bbeelliieevveedd,, hhoowweevveerr,, tthhaatt tthhoossee
ppeeooppllee hhaadd wwhhaatt sshhee hhuunnggeerreedd ffoorr.. IInn tthhee ffiirrsstt mmeettiinngg sshhee wwaass
iinn,, tthhee mmiinniisstteerr aarroossee aanndd ssaaiidd,, ““II bbeelliieevvee ssoommeeoonnee hheerree wwaannttss ttoo
bbee ssaannccttiiffiieedd..”” TThhaatt nniigghhtt sshhee rreecceeiivveedd tthhaatt eexxppeerriieennccee..

IItt wwaass aammoonngg tthhoossee hhuummbbllee ppeeooppllee,, oonn BBoonnnniiee BBrraaee SSttrreeeett iinn
LLooss AAnnggeelleess,, tthhaatt tthhee oouuttppoouurriinngg ooff tthhee HHoollyy GGhhoosstt bbeeggaann.. GGrreeaatt
wwaavveess ooff ppoowweerr ccaammee ddoowwnn uuppoonn tthhee ppeeooppllee.. AAnndd aass tthhee nneewwss
sspprreeaadd ooff tthhee ffaalllliinngg ooff tthhee LLaatttteerr RRaaiinn iinn LLooss AAnnggeelleess,, rreeppoorrttss
ccaammee ffrroomm IInnddiiaa aanndd ffrroomm tthhee SSccaannddiinnaavviiaann ccoouunnttrriieess tthhaatt tthheerree,,
ttoooo,, tthhee ppoowweerr wwaass ffaalllliinngg.. IInn mmaannyy ppaarrttss ooff tthhee wwoorrlldd tthhiiss
ssppiirriittuuaall rraaiinn wwaass nnootteedd.. TThhee ttiimmee ooff tthhee LLaatttteerr RRaaiinn hhaadd ccoommee,,
aanndd tthhee hheeaarrttss ooff tthhoossee wwhhoo wweerree hhuunnggrryy ffoorr ppoowweerr ffrroomm GGoodd
wweerree mmaaddee ggllaadd..

JJaammeess hhaadd ssaaiidd tthhaatt tthhee HHuussbbaannddmmaann ((tthhee LLoorrdd)) hhaadd lloonngg
ppaattiieennccee ffoorr tthhee ffrruuiitt ooff tthhee eeaarrtthh ““uunnttiill hhee rreecceeiivvee tthhee eeaarrllyy aanndd
llaatttteerr rraaiinn..”” NNooww tthhee LLaatttteerr RRaaiinn hhaadd ccoommee,, wwhhiicchh wwaass ttoo
pprreeppaarree tthhee BBrriiddee ooff CChhrriisstt ffoorr HHiiss ccoommiinngg..

TTooddaayy tthhee ““cchhuurrcchh ooff tthhee ffiirrssttbboorrnn”” ((HHeebbrreewwss 1122::2233)),, tthhoossee
wwhhoo hhaavvee bbeelliieevveedd tthhee WWoorrdd ooff GGoodd aanndd hhaavvee rreecceeiivveedd tthhee
eexxppeerriieenncceess GGoodd hhaass ffoorr tthheemm,, aarree eexxppeeccttiinngg tthhee ccoommiinngg ooff tthhee
LLoorrdd aatt aannyy ttiimmee.. TThheeyy aarree wwaaiittiinngg ttoo hheeaarr:: ““LLeett uuss bbee ggllaadd aanndd
rreejjooiiccee,, aanndd ggiivvee hhoonnoouurr ttoo hhiimm:: ffoorr tthhee mmaarrrriiaaggee ooff tthhee LLaammbb iiss
ccoommee,, aanndd hhiiss wwiiffee hhaatthh mmaaddee hheerrsseellff rreeaaddyy”” ((RReevveellaattiioonn 1199::77))..

QQUUEESSTTIIOONNSS
11.. OOff wwhhaatt ddrreeaaddffuull jjuuddggmmeennttss ddiidd JJooeell tteellll tthhee IIssrraaeelliitteess??
22.. WWhhaatt hhooppee ddiidd hhee ggiivvee tthheemm??
33.. NNaammee tthhee tthhrreeee ddeeffiinniittee CChhrriissttiiaann eexxppeerriieenncceess..
44.. WWhhaatt wwaass mmeeaanntt bbyy tthhee ssppiirriittuuaall ““eeaarrllyy rraaiinn””??
55.. WWhheenn ddiidd iitt ccoommee??
66.. WWhhaatt wweerree ssoommee ooff tthhee jjuuddggmmeennttss tthhaatt ccaammee uuppoonn IIssrraaeell nnoott

lloonngg aafftteerr CChhrriisstt wweenntt ttoo HHeeaavveenn??
77.. WWhhaatt pprroommiisseess ddiidd GGoodd ggiivvee ttoo tthhee llaanndd ooff PPaalleessttiinnee ffoorr tthhee

ffuuttuurree??
88.. WWhheenn ddiidd tthhee LLaatttteerr RRaaiinn bbeeggiinn ffaalllliinngg?? WWhheerree??
99.. AArree tthhee JJeewwss ffuullffiilllliinngg pprroopphheeccyy ttooddaayy??

1100.. WWhhaatt iiss tthhee ““cchhuurrcchh ooff tthhee ffiirrssttbboorrnn”” wwaaiittiinngg ffoorr??


